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1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



2. Claims 31-34, 36-49, and 51-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fitch (5912653) in view of Branom (4709307). 

Fitch discloses an apparel for a wearer comprising: jacket; a flexible electronic display 
(abstract) associated with the jacket, wherein the display being an LED display (Fig. 7); a 
memory; a control member; selection member; and an input means. 

Fitch does not explicitly disclose the use of a fabric panel. 

Branom, in the same display field, discloses a wearable and flexible display device 
comprising a fabric panel 17 (col. 4, lines 49-56), wherein the wearable display device can be 
attached to a T-shirt, a vest, a hat or a belt. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use Branom' s 
concept in Fitch's invention because it is know to mounting a flexible display on a fabric panel. 

3. Claims 35 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fitch in 
view of Branom as applied to claims 31-34, 36-49, and 51-59 above, and further in view of 
Shanks et al. (5747928). 
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Fitch does not disclose the LED display being a light emitting polymer. However, using a 
light emitting polymer as a flexible display is well known in the art shown by Shanks. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the known light emitting 
polymer in the invention of Fitch. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371©of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

5. Claim 60 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fitch. 

Fitch discloses an apparel for a wearer comprising: jacket; a flexible electronic display 
(abstract) associated with the jacket, wherein the display being an LED display (Fig. 7); a 
memory; a control member; selection member; and an input means. 

6. Claim 61 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fitch in view of 
Shanks et al. 
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Fitch discloses an apparel for a wearer comprising: jacket; a flexible electronic display 
(abstract) associated with the jacket, wherein the display being an LED display (Fig. 7); a 
memory; a control member; selection member; and an input means. 

Fitch does not disclose the LED display being a light emitting polymer. However, using a 
light emitting polymer as a flexible display is well known in the art shown by Shanks. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the known light emitting 
polymer in the invention of Fitch. 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 31-34, 36-49, and 51-60 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Branom. 

Branom discloses an apparel for a wearer comprising: a flexible LED display, wherein the 
display can attached to a T-shirt, a vest, a hat or a belt; a fabric panel; a memory; a control 
member; selection member; and an input means. 



* 
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9. Claims 35, 50 and 61 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Branom in view of Shanks et al. 

Branom discloses an apparel for a wearer comprising: a flexible LED display, wherein the 
display can attached to a T-shirt, a vest, a hat or a belt; a fabric panel; a memory; a control 
member; selection member; and an input means. 

Branom does not disclose the LED display being a light emitting polymer. However, using 
a light emitting polymer as a flexible display is well known in the art shown by Shanks. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the known light emitting 
polymer in the invention of Branom. 

10. Claims 62-64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brucker et 
al in view of Fitch. 

Brucker discloses apparatus for playing a war game comprising: a garment; an electronic 
display (indicator) form on the garment; a controller; a gun; and a sensor. 

Brucker does not explicitly disclose the display being able to display images. 

Fitch disclose a wearable and flexible display device being able to display a plurality of 

images. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to Fitch's concept in 
Brucker' s invention because Fitch's display device allows the apparatus to display a detail image. 
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1 1 . Claims 62-64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gerber 
(5788500). 

Gerber discloses apparatus for playing a war game comprising: a garment; an electronic 
display for displaying an image; a controller; a gun; and a sensor. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Dennis-Doon Chow whose telephone number is (703) 305-4398. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



D. Chow 
AU. 2675 
June 1, 2001 



DENNIS-000N CHOW 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




